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Inductive Bible Study is a way of examining Scripture that is intentional in 
finding the message of the Bible on its own terms.  Typically this method 
involves three steps; Observation (What does it say?), Interpretation (What 
does it mean?) and Application (What am I going to do about it?).  I’m 
adding an additional step to this method as I have seen the value of this step 
in helping us to avoid errors.  I have added, Correlation (What other verses 
explain it?) to the process.  It doesn’t have to be used every time, but it is 
important to keep it in mind when studying a challenging passage.  


The secret of Bible study is simply learning to ask the right kind of questions.  
The more questions you raise, the more you’re going to get out of it.  The 
Bible is a supernatural book and you can study a passage over and over and 
still find new insights.  


The first step in the Inductive method is Observation.  


I. Observation: “What does it say?”   

You simply look at the passage and write down what you observe.  You’re 
not trying to interpret and you’re not trying to apply it yet.  


It’s important to slow down, especially if the passage is familiar.  Read it 
slowly and observe the details.  Ask yourself, what is happening in this 
passage? Consider the context of the passage.  This means to read the 
verses surrounding the passage (the more time you spend understanding the 
content, the greater the depth of learning, but do what you can with the time 
you have).  The better your observation, the easier interpretation and 
application will be.  


Tips:

• Ask who, what, when, where, how and sometimes why 
• Ask about the people in the text

• In expository passages (such as Paul’s letters), ask what the writer says

• Get people to think (require answers of more than one word, for 

example)

• Be curious

• Try to read the text as if it’s the first time you’ve seen it

• You don’t need to have answers for all the questions

• Imagine what it would be like to be there


The second step in the Inductive method is Interpretation.

Inductive Bible Study
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II. Interpretation:  “What does it mean?”   

Now you ask, what does it mean?  This requires a closer examination of 
what we uncovered in the first step.  It’s important to understand the 
genre of the writing and the different literary devices that might be used.  
As in every piece of communication, we often use metaphors, we use 
analogies; we use phrases that literally don’t mean what they mean.


For instance, when I was running a race here in Hong Kong, the fans were 
cheering and yelling a phrase at me.  Guess what it was?  “Jiao!”  Jiao!  
Over and over again – what in the world does that mean – Literally, “add 
oil.”  But that’s not what it means, it means “Go, keep it up, go faster!”  


The point is the Bible means what it means.   Some parts are to be taken 
literally, while others use hyperbole, metaphor and parables.  In order to 
determine the meaning you have to look at the context.  What kind of 
writing is it; poetry, a letter, a narrative, etc.   – look at its context to help 
with the interpretation. (see page 8 - Literary Form of Daniel, to better 
understand Apocalyptic Literature)  


One of the major risks when interpreting the Bible is called eisegesis.


Eisegesis = to read into the text some idea or theory that you want to see 
there.


The goal of Inductive Bible study is to uncover the truth in the text; this is 
called exegesis.


Exegesis = to draw out of the text the truth that God put there


When you study the Bible, you’re not trying to get God to agree with your 
ideas about something or to convince him that your position is right.  You 
have to come with an open heart and invite God to conform you to his will 
by showing you the truth that is in his Word.  


Tips:


• Based on what you’ve observed, attempt to figure out what the text 
meant to the original audience.  It was originally written to a different 
culture and time than our own.   


• Try not to bring in outside resources or opinions

• Look at the genre of the writing (poetry, narrative, letter, etc.)


The third step in the Inductive method is Correlation.  

DANIEL INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY
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III. Correlation: “What other verses explain it?”   

This step is not required each week.  It is mainly used for supplementing the 
meaning of the passage or preventing theological error.


In this step, ask if there anything else in the Bible that would help you 
understand what you’re reading right now?  


The best commentary on the Bible is the Bible itself.  One of the principles of 
interpretation is you interpret an unclear passage in light of a clear one.  In 
other words, if you read something in the Bible and it doesn’t make sense, 
you look for something else in the Bible that does make sense to explain it.  


Tips:


• Start with the passage and work outward.  First, what does a verse 
mean in the context of this paragraph, then chapter then book.  Finally, 
what does it mean in correlation to the New Testament or Old 
Testament.  If the meaning is still unclear, look at other passages that 
deal with the same subject matter.  


The fourth step in the Inductive method is Application.  


IV. Application: “What am I going to do about it?” 

It’s time to make it applicable.  What will you do to follow through with what 
God has revealed to you?  If He challenged you with an attitude or action, 
how will you now move forward?  If God challenged you with building a 
godly character trait, how will you go about building that trait?  If God gave 
you a directive, what is your plan to fulfil what He has asked you to do?  
How will you apply what you just learned? How can people in your Life 
Group help you in this area?


Tips:


• Use questions that require different levels of openness

• Encourage concrete applications

• Let it lead to a course of action that people can actually see themselves 

doing


What does it say?  What does it mean?  What other verses explain it?  And 
what will I do about it?  These four questions are the foundation of the 
Inductive method.  
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Prayer: 

The point of studying the Bible isn’t to learn more about God, it’s 
actually to know God.  Prayer is a crucial part of that process.  
Pray through each step of the Bible study.  Pray that God might 
reveal the truths you need to hear from his Word.  Pray that He will 
give you insight into the passage and into your life.  Prayer is also 
listening to God… so; wait on Him to give you thoughts and ideas.  
The Holy Spirit is the one who can change hearts and lives – so 
invite the Holy Spirit to do his work.  


Final Tips:


• Feel free to add your own questions and encourage others in 
the group to add their questions


• There is no need to cover every question.  Pick the questions 
that you feel are the most relevant for your group.  I would 
suggest skipping the “Correlation” section if you are pressed 
for time.  


• It is ok if you don’t have all of the answers

• Be sure to spend adequate time in “Observation” – because 

this is the step that is easiest to ignore, especially if you are 
familiar with the passage.  But new things can jump out of the 
text when you take care with this step.  

DANIEL INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY
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The Journey and the Destination: 

The Old Testament is a journey that leads to a destination and that destination 
is Jesus Christ.  (Review “The Big Story” on the next page to understand the 
context of the Old Testament.)  The journey in the Old Testament declares 
God’s commitment, covenant and promises to his creation. 


• the Old Testament tells the story that Jesus completes

• the Old Testament makes most sense in the light of Jesus

• we also have to understand Jesus in light of the story that goes before

• the Old Testament declares the promises that Jesus fulfils


That being said - we need to be aware of the following dangers in our study of 
the Old Testament.


The Danger of Ignoring the Original Meaning of the Text: 
We are living in the 21st century and have received the message of Christ and 
the New Testament (NT), therefore we can be tempted to read the Old 
Testament(OT) out of context.  When reading the OT, it is important to read it 
at face value and through the lens of its original audience.  It meant 
something important to them and we will miss that if we are only looking at it 
through the lens of the New Testament.   The OT is a record of how God really 
related to people and really spoke to them in ways that were designed for 
them to understand.  The NT then tells us that the OT is the inspired and 
authoritative word of God and it therefore implies that we should take it with 
absolute seriousness.   We can discover from it more about what God is like 
and what God says to us.


The Danger of Overlooking other Big Things that God Teaches: 
Jesus is not all God has to say to us in the Bible.  God has lots of other things 
to say, and has said lots of them in the OT.  


• We are made in the image of God

• God’s anger against injustice and oppression

• God’s love and faithfulness to his promises

• The way God wants his people to worship him

• God’s plan for the restoration of all of creation


The Danger of Thinking that God is Different in the Old and New 
Testaments: 
It isn’t true that the OT God is a God of wrath and the NT God is a God of 
love.  In both Testaments God is one who loves to love people, but is 
prepared to be tough when necessary.


Likewise, it is not true that the OT is all about law and the NT is all about 
grace.  In both Testaments God related to people on the basis of grace, but 
then expects them to live a life of obedience.


How to read and study the Old Testament
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Where the Old Testament Fits in the Big Story: 

Stage 1 Creation:


Genesis provides us the story of creation (Genesis 1-2) and that we are 
created in God’s image.  God created the earth as a place for us to live 
and a place for God to live with us.  


Stage 2:  Fall:


Genesis 3-11 describes how sin and evil entered humanity.  Adam and 
Eve ate of the forbidden fruit and experienced separation in their 
relationship with God.  All of humanity and the earth itself are living with 
the affects of this sin.  


Stage 3:  Promise:


God promises to put things right.  God planned to bring blessing and 
salvation to the world through his people.  We see one of these promises 
in Genesis 12 with Abraham.  He plans to use Israel to bring his blessing 
to the entire world.  


Stage 4:  Gospel:


God sent Jesus to bring salvation to the world.   What was started with 
the people of Israel culminates in Jesus the Messiah.  Jesus brings the 
Good News of redemption to all of humanity.  The Gospels (Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John) tells us of Jesus’ birth, life, teaching, death, 
resurrection and ascension.  


Stage 5:  Mission:


Jesus then gives his mission of salvation to his followers and we read 
about their beginnings in the book of Acts.  The Holy Spirit is poured out 
on the disciples and they are empowered to bring the message of Jesus 
to not just the Jews, but to the Gentiles as well.


This is where we fit in, Christ has come, but we are not at the end of the 
story yet, as we still await his second coming.  We partner with God in his 
mission in the world and experience the transformation that he works in 
our lives.  


Stage 6:  New Creation:


Christ will come again.  Revelation 21-22 show us that God will bring 
complete restoration to his creation and that he will dwell with his people.  
This creation will be free from suffering, evil, sin and the curse of death.  

DANIEL INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY
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Daniel Background: 

Author:  


The book mentions Daniel (whose name means “God is my judge) as its 
author in several places (9:2 and 10:2).  Daniel’s ministry extended 
through the entire seventy-year captivity and into the reign of the 
Persians.  Daniel most likely lived into his eighties or nineties.  


Date: 


The book of Daniel opens with some of the Israelites being taken into 
captivity along with objects from the temple.  Nebuchadnezzar came to 
Judah and Jerusalem three times to put down rebellions.  The first time, 
in 605 B.C., the Jews were treated fairly well and some of the upper 
class (Daniel included) were taken hostage.  Most of Judah was 
relatively left alone.  The second time, in 597 B.C., the treatment was 
harsher and more people were deported to Babylon, including King 
Jehoiachin and the prophet Ezekiel.   Finally, the third time in 586 B.C., 
the Jerusalem’s walls were torn down and the temple was destroyed.  
All but the poorest people were either killed or deported to Babylon.  


Theological Theme:  


There are great stories in Daniel, from the lion’s den to visions, and 
through it all the main character is the sovereign God (5:21).  To say that 
God is sovereign means that nothing happens that is not planned or 
allowed by God.  It doesn’t mean that everything that happens is his 
will, but that nothing is beyond his reach.  It is either something he has 
planned or permitted to happen.  Daniel wrote this book to bring glory 
to God, to show that God is at work in human history.  


DA
NI

EL
 IN

DU
CT

IVE
 B

IB
LE

 S
TU

DY
 



�11

DANIEL INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY
Literary Form:  


Daniel is made up of historical narrative (chapters 1-6) and 
apocalyptic literature (chapter 7-12).  Apocalyptic literature is 
written in times when God seems to be absent.  It is meant to 
encourage people and to reassure them that God is at work.  
Apocalyptic literature is symbolic, visionary and prophetic (a 
message from God, often about current and sometimes future 
events). The book of Revelation is the other book in the Bible that 
has apocalyptic writing.  


Most of the apocalyptic literature in Daniel and Revelation came to 
the writer as inspired by the Holy Spirit in visions. These are 
visions that came to them from God and/or an Angel, with images 
that need to be put into words.  However, no words have the 
ability to contain the meaning, so a metaphor is used. The writing 
meant something to the original audience, but the full meaning is 
often difficult to comprehend. 


It is important to use caution when interpreting these types of 
images and to not rush to conclusions or create our theology 
around these few chapters.  There is much that is easier to 
understand in the Bible and we use what we do understand to 
help us to make sense of what we don’t understand.  


There are six themes present in the apocalyptic portion of Daniel 
(chapters 7-12).


1. Human evil is horrible.

2. A specific time of deliverance is announced.

3. Repentance leads to deliverance.

4. A cosmic war stands behind human conflict.

5. Judgment is certain for those who resist God and oppress his 

people. 

6. God’s oppressed people, will eventually experience new life.


Finally, apocalyptic literature in the Bible encourages and 
reassures the reader that God is in control.
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Ice Breaker Question(s):(pick one)


• What was it like when you first moved out of your parent’s 
home? (or another example of when you lived away from 
home ie. at camp, in boarding school)


• What is the story or meaning of your name?


Observation: (What does it say?)


1) What specific tactics were used to give Daniel and his friends 
a new Babylonian orientation? (vv. 3-7)


2) What steps did Daniel take to provide a creative alternative to 
the king’s plan?  (vv. 11-14)


3) What combination of factors produced the exceptional ability 
of Daniel and his friends? (vv. 17-20)


Interpretation: (What does it mean?)


4) Trace Daniel’s emotions in this chapter.  How would Daniel feel 
in verse 6?  in verse 8?  in verse 15? in verse 20?


5) How did God use Daniel’s “submissive defiance” to bring 
glory to himself?


6) What is conveyed by giving someone a new name?


7) As part of the training process of Daniel and his friends, they 
were given new names, language, education, culture and 
food.  It is curious that Daniel would object to the food, but 
doesn’t seem to object to the other changes.  There were 
certainly other things to object to, as the names they were 
given make reference to the others gods and their education 
most likely included the art of divination.  Why did he resolve 
to make a stand about the food?  


Daniel 1 DANIEL INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY
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Correlation: (What other verses explain it?)


There are several ideas about why Daniel refused the king’s food.  Study the 
passages below to form your own conclusions:


• The king’s food had first been offered to Babylonian idols and so each 
person who ate the food was participating to a degree in idolatry.  Read 
Deuteronomy 5:6-7 and 13:1-4


• Eating certain foods violated Jewish food laws.  Pork, for example, was a 
delicacy in Babylon.  Read Deuteronomy 14:13-20


• Those eating the king’s food were demonstrating their dependence on 
Nebuchadnezzar.  Daniel and his friends were depending on the Lord.  
Read Deuteronomy 4:32-39, 6:4-5, 13-15.


Which of these three possibilities resonates most with you?


Application: (What difference does it make?)


8) Do you think Hong Kong (or your home country) is like Judah (access to 
God’s truth, but disobedient) or like Babylon (ignorant of God’s truth and 
living like it)?  Why?


9) What friends would you call on in a spiritual crisis and why would you 
choose them?


10) What direction or guidelines can Christians use to determine which 
activities we will engage in and which we won’t?  What particular 
challenges might we face in Hong Kong in this area? (ie. with ancestors, 
idols, burning money, etc.)


11) If you had been Daniel, which assimilation practices would you have 
stood against (name, language, king’s food, education) and why?


12) Is there an issue that you are being challenged by at work, in your family, 
in your school or in Hong Kong itself that is pushing you to adopt an 
unbiblical attitude or action?  Share it with the group and try to come up 
with a response to that challenge.


Prayer:

Ask God to give you wisdom to know when and on what issues to take a 
stand for your commitment to him and pray for the courage and right 
attitude so you can stand with grace, love and justice.  
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There are many ways that Christians can engage or not engage culture. 
Richard Niebuhr in his classic, Christ and Culture, examines 5 different 
ways Christians can respond to the culture around them.


1.  Christ against Culture:  (Amish, Mennonites, Monastics, Tertullian)


This view emphasises the need to live separate from culture.  “Do not 
love the world or the things of the world… 1 John 2:15.  They desire to 
be the light on the hill that they may shine for others and point others to 
the way of Christ.  Those that have lived this view have made difficult 
choices to stand out from culture and have accepted the persecution 
that has come along with it.  


But - it is impossible to completely separate from culture.  That culture 
is sinful and Christians must separate from culture to be holy can cause 
us to miss our own sinfulness.  This view also lends itself to living in 
“fear” of the world and having a posture of escapism.


2. Christ of Culture (Accommodate):  (Kant)


This view critiques the gospel in light of culture.  Since all of culture is 
not rejected, they are able to find many touch points in culture for 
sharing the gospel.  They highlight the similarities amongst the 
teachings of Christ and the best philosophical and moral teachings in 
the world.  This view is also a good reminder for us that Christianity will 
always be influenced by the culture to some degree.  


But - Christianity can become simply a philosophical belief system and 
miss the power of Christ to bring redemption.  It can also miss the 
responsibility to critique culture in light of God’s laws (ie. standing 
against injustice, slavery, etc.)


3. Christ above Culture: (Catholics, Aquinas)


Christ completes culture in this view.  Both culture and Christ proceed 
from God and this view attempts to synthesise those two realities.  


But - it really is impossible to synthesise the two completely.  The 
synthesis can become the biggest priority in this view and not the 
unchanging nature of the gospel in light of a changing culture.   

Leader Notes: Daniel 1 DANIEL INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY
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4. Christ and Culture in paradox:  (Luther)


There is tension between Christ and culture, as there is tension 
between the law and grace.  This view realistically depicts the 
struggle that the Christian has when living in culture.  One cannot 
escape culture and both the Christian and non-Christian have sin 
within them.  


But - it can be indifferent to the laws of society since they are not 
perfect.  It holds that the law can only restrain evil and cannot be 
used to accomplish good.  


5. Christ the transformer of Culture:  (Reformed tradition, Calvin)


Culture has been impacted by our sin, but there can be redemption 
and transformation of a culture.  There are good elements in culture 
and these can be used as bridges for sharing the gospel.  


But - in trying to engage the good elements of culture, there is a 
danger of being shaped by the corrupt elements of culture.


• So, which view(s) do you most resonate with?  Do you find yourself 
operating out of one more than others?  Where would you place 
Daniel’s actions?  
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DANIEL INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY
Daily Devotional Notes

Observation: (What does it say?)  

Interpretation:  (What does it mean?”)


Application: (What difference does it make?)


Prayers:
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Ice Breaker Question(s):


• What is one of the most memorable or unusual dreams you have 
had?


• What is the most demanding or stressful situation you have ever 
been in? Do you think Hong Kong is more stressful to live in than 
other places?


Observation: (What does it say?)


1) What is your impression of Nebuchadnezzar as you read through 
the passage?  What kind of man was he?


2) Summarize the testimony of the astrologers about their gods (vv. 
10-11) and Daniel’s testimony about the Lord God. (vv. 20-23)


3) What does Daniel do in response to hearing the fatal news?  How 
did Daniel make use of the resources God gave him. (vv. 16-18)


4) Verses 20-23 have been called “Daniel’s psalm” because of their 
exaltation of God.  What aspects of God’s character are 
emphasised in these verses?


5) What did Daniel want King Nebuchadnezzar to know about the true 
God?  (vv. 27-30)


6) How does Daniel picture the large statue?  (vv. 31-35)


7) How does Daniel testify to God by name?  (vv. 28, 37, 44-45)


8) How does the king honour Daniel and his God?  (vv. 46-49)


Interpretation: (What does it mean?)


9) How does the Chaldeans’ complaint summarise the fundamental 
problem in humanity? (vv. 8-11)


10) Does Daniel’s psalm (vv. 20-23) express personal faith or corporate 
worship?  Why do you think so?  


11) Why does Daniel particularly praise God’s “wisdom and might”?  
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Correlation: (What other verses explain it?)


Optional:

The closest parallel to Daniel 2 in the Bible is the story of Joseph’s 
interpretation of the Pharaoh’s dream in Genesis 41.  Read 
Genesis 41:1-39 and come up with at least five common elements 
between the two accounts:


1.  

2.
3.
4.
5.

Application: (What difference does it make?)


12) From Daniel’s example what can we learn about how we 
should react to a personal crisis? (vv. 14-18)


13) What resources has God given you to help you in life? (ie. 
friends, family, Life Group, Community Church, skills, talents, 
money, etc.)  


14) Has God ever spoken to you in a dream?  How can we “test” 
whether one of our dreams (or another person’s dream) is 
really a message from God?


15) What are some of the ways you need God to meet you in 
seemingly impossible circumstances?  


Prayer:

Thank God for the resources he has given you and pray for the 
wisdom to know how to use these resources in your everyday 
relationship with Jesus.

GALATIANS INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY
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Verse 4

Aramaic - the astrologers were from various backgrounds therefore 
communicated in Aramaic.  From here to end of the chapter 7 the 
entire narrative is in Aramaic.  These six chapters deal with the 
matters that are important to the Gentile nations and were written in a 
language understood by all.  Chapters 8-12 revert to Hebrew since 
they deal with the special concerns of the Israelites.  Ezra is the other 
book in the Old Testament that also contains Aramaic.  


Verses 32-43

The gold head represents the Neo-Babylonian empire (v. 38; see 
Jeremiah 51:7); the silver chest and arms, the Medo-Persian empire 
established by Cyrus in 539 B.C. (the date of the fall of Babylon); the 
bronze belly and thighs, the Greek empire established by Alexander 
the Great c. 330; the iron legs and fee, the Roman empire.  Some 
think the toes represent a later confederation of states that occupied 
the same territory as the Roman Empire.


Verse 44

The fifth kingdom is the eternal kingdom of God, its authority will 
extend over the “whole earth” (v. 35) and ultimately over a “new 
heaven and a new earth.” (Revelation 21:1).  This is Stage 6, the final 
stage that was mentioned in the beginning of this booklet, the “New 
Creation.”  

Leader Notes: Daniel 2
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DANIEL INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY
Daily Devotional Notes

Observation: (What does it say?)  

Interpretation:  (What does it mean?”)


Application: (What difference does it make?)


Prayers:
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Ice Breaker Question(s):


• Tell about a time you saw “the handwriting on the wall” (seeing 
evidence of impending disaster). 


• Tell about a time you had to deliver a difficult message.


Observation: (What does it say?)


1) What stands out to you in this chapter?


2) What questions does this chapter raise, if any?


3) What sin has Belshazzar committed?  (vv. 1-4, 22-23)

  

4) What does Belshazzar’s reaction to the mysterious hand (vv. 

6-9) reveal about him?  


Interpretation: (What does it mean?)


5) What does the handwriting on the wall mean?  (vv. 26-28)  
How is that prophecy fulfilled? (v. 30)  In accordance with what 
prediction?  (see 2:36-39)


6) Three times the book of Daniel has recorded the failure of the 
“wise men” of Babylon to interpret the message of God.  What 
point is Daniel trying to make? 


7) Why do you think Daniel emphasises that “that very night” the 
city of Babylon fell and Belshazzar was killed?  (v. 30)


8) How does this chapter demonstrate that seventy years of life 
under Babylon’s influence had not broken down Daniel’s 
convictions?
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DANIEL INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY

Correlation: (What other verses explain it?)


There are plenty of reasons to mock and judge Belshazzar in this 
scene.  The king was prideful, hadn’t learned from 
Nebuchadnezzar’s mistakes, was desecrating the sacred items 
from the temple and bowing down to idols of gold and silver.  He 
was blind to God’s judgement.  We might be tempted to mock 
people today who live lives opposed to Christ and mock the things 
we hold sacred.  Read God’s heart for the lost:


John 3:16-18

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in 
him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 
condemned already because they have not believed in the name of 
God’s one and only Son.  

• The heart of the gospel is a love of the lost.  Who is one person 
you could be more loving and gracious towards?  How is humility 
important to our witness?
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Application: (What difference does it make?)


9) What are some of the “idols” we are tempted to look to for 
meaning, protection or distraction?  (Tim Keller says that most 
“idols” today are good things turned into ultimate things)


10) What can we learn from Daniel’s example that will help us resist 
the pressure to compromise our convictions?


11) This is the third time that God has given a message to someone 
and then used Daniel to make the message clear.  God is often 
speaking to non-believers, but often they need someone who is a 
friend of God to help them understand it.  This isn’t because God 
is unable to make Himself clear without our help, rather it is 
because God wants to use us as his ambassadors.  Is there 
someone in your life that God wants you to be an ambassador to?  


12) Belshazzar failed to learn the lesson of humility from the 
experiences of his grandfather (Nebuchadnezzar).  What spiritual 
truths have you learned (or failed to learn) from your parents, 
ancestors, or teachers?


13) Daniel was much more gracious in his response to 
Nebuchadnezzar (chapter 4), offering him a way of repentance and 
restoration, than he was to Belshazzar.   “Daniel, a recipient of 
God’s direct revelation, had the authority to withhold the good 
news of repentance and restoration from Belshazzar, but not so 
us.”  God does not put us in the role of judge or ask us to 
condemn others.  Instead, God’s word reminds us that we are all 
sinful (James 2:8-11).  God does invite us to join him in his mission 
to transform this world.  How can you engage culture with humility 
and courage as you work for its transformation?  Share practical 
ideas with the group. (in your work, school, community, etc.)


Prayer:

Ask God to show you areas of pride that you need to confess and pray 
for a heart for those who do not yet know Christ.  Pray that God might 
give you the courage to be his witness in Hong Kong.   
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Verses 1-4

Ancient records testify that there was a lavish banquet in progress on 
the night Babylon fell.


It’s unclear why Belshazzar, the viceroy of Babylon, throws this lavish 
party, while his father, King Nabonidus (King Nebuchadnezzar was 
probably his grandfather or other relative), was living in another city for 
many years.  Cyrus the Persian had defeated the Chaldean army in a 
nearby city days before, so Belshazzar and his nobles should have 
known they were threatened.  They may have felt safe, because 
Babylon was a powerful fortress and the city had not been overrun in 
1,000 years.  They may have been in denial, simply pushing away their 
fears with pleasure.  


Verse 7

third highest ruler in the kingdom:  Nabonidus was first, Belshazzar 
second. 


Verse 10

queen (or queen mother):  She could have been (1) the wife of 
Nebuchadnezzar, or (2) the daughter of Nebuchadnezzar and wife of 
Nabonidus, or (3) the wife of Nabonidus but not the daughter of 
Nebuchadnezzar.


Verse 11

the time of your father: Nebuchadnezzar died in 562 B.C.; the year is 
now 539. 


Verse 27

weighed on the scales:  Measured in the light of God’s standards.


Verse 30

The last verse of chapter 5 signifies the conquest of Babylon by Darius 
the Mede.  Just as God raised Babylon up to punish Israel, now he 
used the Medes to destroy Babylon.  

Leader Notes: Daniel 5 DANIEL INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY



�26

DA
NI

EL
 IN

DU
CT

IVE
 B

IB
LE

 S
TU

DY
 Daily Devotional Notes

Observation: (What does it say?)  

Interpretation:  (What does it mean?”)


Application: (What difference does it make?)


Prayers:
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Ice Breaker Question(s):


• Are you more or less joyful than you used to be?  Why?

• In your family, how were you and your siblings each treated 

differently?


Observation: (What does it say?)


1) How would you briefly describe each of these characters in the 
chapter?

• Darius the king:

• Daniel’s accusers:

• Daniel:


2) What words or actions from verses 14-20 illustrate the impact 
Daniel had already made on Darius the king?


3) What specific aspects of God’s character can you discover in 
Darius’ decree praising the “God of Daniel”?  (vv. 25-27)


Interpretation: (What does it mean?)


4) What choices did Daniel have in response to the king’s decree?  
Why do you think Daniel made the choice he did?


5) What does this chapter tell us about Daniel’s character?


Correlation: (What other verses explain it?)


Read Romans 13:1-2 and Acts 5:29?  Do these verses about the 
government and God’s law apply to this scenario?  Why or Why not?  


Some believe we are living in the “last days” and instead of living in the 
time of Romans 13, we are living in the time of Revelation 13 - when 
Christians need to stand against authorities that are unjust.  How do 
you respond to this idea?  How might issues like Occupy Central, 
human trafficking, asylum seekers and fair wages relate?


Daniel 6 DANIEL INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY
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Application: (What difference does it make?)


6) If you were being watched as Daniel was, what changes (if 
any) would you want to make in your present lifestyle? 


7) How might you see opposition to a person’s commitment to 
Jesus as Lord, revealed in Hong Kong, in your culture, in 
school or in the workplace?


8) What criteria would you use to determine if you could obey a 
civil law or if you should refuse?


9) What stirs up jealousy in you - the success of others or 
someone else getting the credit for what you have done?  
Where can jealousy lead if it’s not controlled or counteracted?


10) Where is it most difficult for you to maintain your identity as a 
Christian?  What choices do you struggle with in this area?  
(home, work, school, civic organizations, amongst non-
Christian friends, etc)


11) Describe your prayer life.  Do you have any patterns or 
locations that you use to help you?  When/where do you most 
often pray?  


12) How has God helped you in the past when you were faced 
with difficult circumstances or choices?  


Prayer:

Ask God to give you discernment in making choices this week.  
Pray for an open heart and mind that you might hear the Holy 
Spirit’s guidance.   
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Verses 7

lions den:  The Assyrians and Persians captured lions and put 
them in cages, and so lions were available for the purpose of 
executing criminals.  The word translated “den” may also mean 
“pit.”  This “den” may simply have been a large natural or man-
made “pit” into which victims were thrown.


Verse 8

laws of the Medes and Persians that cannot be changed:  There is 
no known historical evidence of a law being unchangeable 
outside of Daniel and Esther.   Certainly no lower official could 
rescind the decrees of the Persian king, and the king himself may 
have thought it humiliating to go back and reconsider something 
he had already decreed.  Royal code of honour would have made 
it out of the question for the king to rescind an order.


Verse 10

toward Jerusalem: The law did not require believers to pray facing 
Jerusalem, but Daniel turned his face toward the ruins of that city 
eight hundred miles away.  This practice is referenced in 2 
Chronicles 6:38-39.  


three times a day:  Nothing in the law of Moses required prayer 
three times a day.  The time of prayer in the worship schedule of 
the temple came twice a day - in the morning and in the evening.  
Daniel may have drawn his pattern from David’s experience in 
Psalm 55:16-19.  


Verse 24

along with their wives and children:  In accordance with Persian 
custom - bummer for them.


Verse 26

living God:  Darius refers to God as the “living God” and this title 
only occurs here in the Old Testament.   


Leader Notes: Daniel 6 DANIEL INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY
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Ice Breaker Question(s):


• If you had to guess, how long was your longest prayer?  What was 
the circumstance of the prayer?  


• How old were you when prayer became a real part of your life?


Observation: (What does it say?)


1) Daniel 9 has two parts.  Verses 1-19 are a prayer and verses 20-27 
involve a message.  Who speaks to whom in verses 4-19?  in 
verses 20-27?


2) What elements do we find in Daniel’s prayer?

• Verse 4b

• Verses 5-14

• Verses 15-19


3) What specific prophetic events are mentioned in verses 24-27?

	 


Interpretation: (What does it mean?)


4) God promised to release his people after seventy years of captivity.  
Why then did Daniel need to pray?


5) Daniel appeals to God on the basis of specific acts of grace and 
judgment that God had performed for Israel.  Which acts does he 
refer to, and why do you think he chooses these?


6) From what we’ve read, Daniel lived an exemplary life and yet Daniel 
consistently uses the plural pronoun “we” throughout the prayer.  
Why does Daniel include himself in this confession?


7) Daniel’s prayer was based on God’s covenant relationship with his 
people.  Which of the following choices best describe that covenant 
relationship?

• Based on God’s character or based on people’s performance?

• Founded on grace or works?

• Emphasised justice or emphasised love?

• A binding commitment or up for negotiation?


	 What word or phrase in Daniel’s prayer supports each choice?


Daniel 9 DANIEL INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY
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Correlation: (What other verses explain it?)


Unlike Daniel’s readers, we have a complete canon of Scripture, 
both the Old and New Testaments.  Daniel’s readers would have 
been familiar with the old covenant, specifically from 
Deuteronomy (chapters 27-28).  Read Matthew 26:26-30 to hear 
about the new covenant that Jesus seals with his disciples.  Luke 
22:20 specifically mentions the word “new” in the description and 
it points us to Jeremiah 31:31-33.  Read the Jeremiah passage 
and note that this gives us a connection between the two 
covenants, but also points to something that will be different 
between them.  This covenant has its foundation in the old, but 
also points to the new.  


• What is “new” between the old and new covenants?


Application: (What difference does it make?)


8) What specific insights about your own prayer life can you 
glean from Daniel’s prayer?


9) Based on the content of your prayers alone, what has 
concerned you most over the past week, month, or year?


10) God took a situation marked by failure and loss and brought 
blessing to his people out of it.  Have you ever seen God bring 
good out of a bad situation?  Share your story with the group.  


Prayer:

Confess to God this week the areas of your life that you struggle 
to hand over to him.  Find a regular prayer time if you haven’t 
already done so and try praying consistently for 7 days in a row.  
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Verse 1

first year: 539-538 B.C.


Xerxes:  not the same Xerxes in the book of Esther


Verse 2

Jeremiah… seventy years:  Daniel is reading Jeremiah 25:11-12.


Verses 4-19

“Daniel’s prayer is founded on the Deuteronomic covenant.  He 
understands the present situation as the result of the breaking of the law 
and the consequence of curses.  But he also understands that the road 
to recovery is through repentance, which involves full acknowledgment 
of past transgressions.  There is no “forgive and forget” without 
confession here or anywhere in the Bible.”  (Longman)


-see Deuteronomy chapters 27-28 for more on the covenant


Verse 11

curses… written in the Law:  See Leviticus 26:33 and Deuteronomy 
28:63-67.


Verses 24-27 (see introduction on Apocalyptic Literature)

sevens:  probably seven-year periods of time, so a total of 490 years, 
but the number may be symbolic.   Daniel’s readers would have been 
familiar with the concept of “sevens” of years because of the sabbatical 
year observance.  (see Leviticus 25:1-7, 2 Chronicles 36:21)


streets and stench:  Jerusalem will be restored, but in an atmosphere of 
“trouble.” This could refer to the challenge of rebuilding during 
Nehemiah’s time. 


Leader Notes: Daniel 9 DANIEL INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY
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Anointed one:  is a ruler, that some think refers to Christ and 
others the anti-Christ.


The angel Gabriel comes to Daniel in response to Daniel’s prayer, 
although, it is a curious response to Daniel’s confession.  Gabriel 
says that the following will happen: (1) the finishing of 
transgression, (2) an end to sin, (3) atonement for wickedness, (4) 
bringing in everlasting righteousness, (5) sealing up vision and 
prophecy and (6) the anointing of the most holy. These six actions 
will all take place during the seventy “sevens.”  They describe an 
end to evil and a new era of righteousness.  Daniel is presently 
living in an imperfect world, but in the future things will be set 
right.  


(1) the finishing of transgression 

(2) an end to sin

- Sinful activity will end for God’s people, but this could also be 

referring to everyone.  


(3) atonement for wickedness

- This third action implies that God will remove the 

consequences of the sins that have already been committed.


The first three actions could be described as more negative, the 
ending of evil, but the next three have a more positive focus.


(4) bringing in everlasting righteousness

- at the end of the seventy “sevens” there will be an unending 

righteousness.


(5) sealing up vision and prophecy

-  sealing in its ancient context does not mean an “end to”, rather 

it is a mark of approval or authentication.  In this context it may 
mean that this word in Daniel, authenticates Jeremiah’s 
prophecy.  


(6) the anointing of the most holy 

- some believe this refers to the restoring of the temple by the 

Maccabean rebels after being desecrated by Antiochus 
Epiphanies in the the 2nd century B.C. Others believe that it is 
referring to the Messiah.
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The seventy sevens are divided into three groups; seven “sevens” (49 
years), sixty-two “sevens” (434 years) and one “seven” (7 years).  The 
final “seven” is divided in half (v. 27).   


Part 1 and 2 - Seven “sevens” and sixty “sevens.”


These two parts encompass the period between the decree to restore 
and rebuild Jerusalem and the coming of the “Anointed One.”  It is not 
clear why these two parts are divided into two or what will mark the 
end of one and the beginning of two, but the writer wants us to think of 
these as two distinct periods.  The second part will end with the death 
of the Anointed One and it will come like a flood, with war continuing 
until the end.  


Part 3 - One “seven.” (last “seven”)


The third part decrees that “he” will confirm a covenant, but in the 
middle of the seven, “he” will put an end to sacrifice and offering.  
Finally, “he” will set up an “abomination that causes desolation” at the 
temple.


Leader Notes: Daniel 9 DANIEL INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY
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There are many different interpretations about the meaning of 
these verses.


Two Possible Interpretations  

Destruction of the Temple: 

Gabriel tells Daniel that 483 years (Parts 1 and 2) after the decree 
to rebuild Jerusalem (v. 25), the “Anointed One” will arrive.  There 
are three possible decrees, but the one that fits the time line the 
best is found in Ezra 7:11-20, dated 458 B.C.   Many interpreters 
think the “Anointed One” refers to Jesus.  If that is the case, 483 
years after 458 would be 26 A.D., almost the exact date of Jesus’ 
baptism and the beginning of his ministry.


Gabriel tells Daniel (v. 26) that the Anointed One will be put to 
death and this would fit with Christ’s crucifixion.  The final or last 
“seven” was then fulfilled at the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
temple by the Romans in 70 A.D., this brought an end to Israel’s 
sacrifices.  


Future Tribulation:

This view holds that the final or last “seven” will not start until “the 
ruler who will come” appears on the world stage.  This still-future 
ruler is referred to as the anti-Christ in Revelation.  “He” will make 
a covenant with Israel for “one seven” (v. 27), but in the middle 
seven years he will invade Israel and will set up an image of 
himself in the rebuilt temple (thus causing an abomination v. 27) 
as the object of the world’s worship.  In the end, however, this evil 
ruler will be defeated and destroyed by the return of Jesus to 
earth.  


• Remember this is apocalyptic literature and is difficult to 
interpret.  The point of the writing is to assure the recipients that 
God is at work and that the current difficult circumstances are 
not the end of the story.  God is sovereign and his purposes will 
come to fruition.  
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DANIEL INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY
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Observation: (What does it say?)  

Interpretation:  (What does it mean?”)


Application: (What difference does it make?)


Prayers:
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Ice Breaker Question(s):


• Which brings you more satisfaction, starting a task or finishing a 
task?


• What is one of the lessons you’ve learned from this study?


Observation: (What does it say?)


1) What do you observe in this chapter?


2) Identify each character presented.


3) What questions are asked in this chapter?


4) Did Daniel have all his questions answered?  (vv. 8-10)


5) What qualities will be produced in those who seek to understand 
Daniel’s prophecies? (v. 10)


6) What will the results be for those who continue to live in rebellion 
against God?


Interpretation: (What does it mean?)


7) This is the only time, everlasting life (v. 2), is used in the Old 
Testament.  What might this say about what most Jews in Daniel’s 
day believed (or didn’t believe) about life after death?


8) If you were Daniel’s original audience -living in a time of persecution, 
what would be the good news and the bad news in verses 1- 4?


9) What dangers could you foresee coming from placing too much 
importance on a very specific interpretation of this passage (or other 
apocalyptic passages)?


Correlation: (What other verses explain it?)


Prophetic passages in the Bible often contain events that will happen 
very soon, but also contain references to events that are very far into the 
future.  Read Isaiah 9:6-7.  What aspects of this prophecy were fulfilled in 
Jesus’ first coming, which refers to his present ministry as our High Priest 
and which describe his future ministry as Conquering King?


• Past:

• Present:

• Future:
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“Not much was revealed to Old Testament believers about life after death.  
They believed that their spirits or souls would go to a place of rest called 
Sheol, but it was a shadowy place in their minds.  Furthermore, it seemed 
that both the righteous and the wicked went to Sheol.  There were some 
hints, however, of a bodily resurrection to usher the righteous into God’s 
presence forever.”  (Connely)


Read some of the passages below and explain what hope for the future they 
contain:


• Job 14:11-14


• Job 19:25-27


• Psalm 16:9-11


• Psalm 23:6


• Psalm 73:24-26


• Isaiah 26:19


Application: (What difference does it make?)


10) In today’s world, what groups of people would find Daniel’s book most 
encouraging?  


11) In the course of your study in Daniel, what aspect of the character and 
nature of God has stood out to you, and how has it changed or 
strengthened how you worship and trust God?  How is Daniel’s example 
of living different than the culture a challenge and encouragement to 
you?


12) What example or aspect of Daniel’s life, character and choices has 
helped you to thrive spiritually in Hong Kong? At Community Church?


13) Realistically evaluate your own life and character.  What strengths do you 
share with Daniel?  What weaknesses are exposed when you compare 
yourself to him?


14) One of the main themes of the book of Daniel is that the power of the 
Most High God will ultimately triumph over evil and human kingdoms of 
the world.  What did that truth produce in Daniel?  What do you want it 
to produce in you?


Prayer:

Thank God for his grace and the lessons you have learned during this study.  
Pray for God’s message to you in this book to grow deep in your heart.   

DANIEL INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY
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Verses 1

Michael:  God’s warring angel, mentioned in 10:13 and 10:21. 


written in the book:  This may be a reference to the book of life.  In 
Exodus 32:32-34 Moses is willing to be blotted out of the book, an 
action that would result in his death.  God replies that the one who sins 
is wiped out from the book.  Also, see Luke 10:20.


Verse 2

This is the first clear reference to a resurrection of both the righteous 
and the wicked.  Also, see John 5:24-30.  


Verse 4

seal:  If the seal was intact, it attested to the authenticity of the 
document.  It doesn’t seem like this document will be clearer to 
understand the nearer we get to the end times.  Rather, people will 
hurry around trying to understand, but failing in their attempt. 


Verse 5

two others:  Two was the minimum number of witnesses to an oath.  
These two beings are most likely angelic.  One is surely the angel who 
delivered the message (perhaps Gabriel), the other could be Michael.  


Verse 7

time, times and half a time: or for a year, two years and half a year.  The 
point isn’t to be precise as to the exact number of years, but to 
indicate that wickedness seems to be gaining momentum.  And then, 
at the most unlikely time, “when the holy people have been broken,” 
deliverance will come.  


Verse 11

the abomination that causes desolation: Jesus quotes this verse in 
Matthew 24:15-16. 


Verse 12-13

1290 days, 1335 days:  Who knows what these number of days mean?  
God knows and that seems to be the point.  “God knows there is an 
end that he has determined, but we can not figure it out, because we 
aren’t supposed to.” (Longman)  Deuteronomy 29:29: The secret things 
belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and 
to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law.


Verse 13

go your way:  Basically they tell Daniel to get on with life.  They aren’t 
going to be specific when this is all going to happen.


rest: die


Leader Notes: Daniel 12
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Observation: (What does it say?)  

Interpretation:  (What does it mean?”)


Application: (What difference does it make?)


Prayers:
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Week 1

1:1-10

1:1-11

2:1-9

2:10-16

2:17-23

2:24-43

2:44-49


Week 2

3:1-7

3:8-18

3:19-30

4:1-8

4:9-18

4:19-27

4:28-37


Week 3

5:1-4

5:5:-9

5:10-17

5:18-31

6:1-9

6:10-16

6:17-24


Sermon Series (you will get 
more out of the sermon if you 
read the chapter beforehand) 
October 4 - Daniel 1

October 11 - Daniel 2

October 18 - Daniel 5

October 25 - Daniel 6

November 1 - Daniel 9

November 8 - Daniel 12


Week 4

6:25-28

7:1-5

7:6-14

7:15-22

7:23-28

8:1-8

8:9-14


Week 5

8:15-22

8:23-27

9:1-6

9:7-14

9:15-27

10:1-6

10:7-17


Week 6

10:18-21

11:1-10

11:11-19

11:20-28

11:-28-35

11:36-45

12:1-13
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Resources used

40 Days in the Word by Rick Warren

A Deeper Look at Daniel by Douglas Connelly

Be Resolute by Warren Wiersbe 
NIV Study Bible

Serendipity Bible

Sweeter than Honey by Christopher J.H. Wright

The NIV Application Commentary on Daniel by Tremper Longman 
III

Wesley Bible Studies by Wesleyan Publishing
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